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Leader had said so himself, that Hitler did not want to fight the
election, he ought to have seen that Hitler had to fight. He was
super-clever in the sense that he made the old mistake of believing
that Hitler had any real individuality of his own; he neglected
the movement and the Leader was not yet in that position of
power where he could betray it with impunity.
Nor was there any particular reason for Schleicher to be dis-
satisfied with the result. The figures, despite the evidence they
showed of the truth of the double adage that nothing succeeds
like success and excess, had profoundly disappointed the hierarchy.
Nearly all of them believed that victory had been possible and
most of them believed that it was certain. In spite of the fact
that they had doubled their poll since the last general election
the other fact remained that the very first time Hitler had taken
a principal's part in a public contest he had been decisively beaten.
But the general and the privy council mistook the nature of the
defeat. They had, it is true, to reckon with a tired and rather
indignant old gentleman who felt that he had been most im-
properly treated by everybody from the chancellor to the humble
voter, and said so. They had felt all along the irony of identifying
the marshal with democracy and they now drew the perfectly
wrong conclusion that, if he had not been so identified with it,
he would have either not been challenged or would have won
decisively in the first contest. But there was nothing more certain
that, so long as Hitler was bound never to refuse even the sem-
blance of a Communist challenge, the intervention of a Social
Democratic candidate would have ensured his defeat. It was only
the fact that to the democracy Hindenburg seemed so much
preferable to the Leader that the democracy had forgotten
everything and given him another presidency. And if Hindenburg
owed his victory to anyone he owed it to his chancellor. Bruening
had literally exhausted himself with his efforts both mental and
physical. If he had not been able to rouse democracy to the wild
enthusiasm that marked their opponents he had roused up a hard
spirit of resistance and he had gone far towards consolidating a
democratic bloc. That was the fault. After such a fight compromise
with Hitler was impossible and it was to that compromise that
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